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DIRECTED LIFESTYLE RESIDENTIAL HOUSING STRUCTURES 

Inventor: Robert J. Apel 
BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
[0001] The present invention relates generally to housing structures and more 
particularly to a residential housing unit that provides two living units connected by 
common space. Each living unit is self-sufficient in that it contains all the amenities that 
are necessary for independent living. Each living unit is built on its own property lot and 
may be financed separately for ease in buying and selling or may be financed by one 
owner. 

[0002] Patio homes, duplexes, homes with mother-in-law suites, both internal 
and external to the main residence, and apartments, with or without a common 
entrance area are well known alternatives to traditional individual residential homes. 
The alternative homes listed above are built upon one lot. 

[0003] The present invention is a housing structure that is built on two individual 
lots and contains two independent living units that may be of varying size. The lots and 
homes may be deeded to two owners. The property line for the two lots preferably runs 
between the two independent living units through a common enclosed area. 
[0004] Each independent living unit is fully functioning in that each unit may have 
its own source of heat, air conditioning, plumbing, septic system, water heater, electrical 
supply, etc. Each living unit may have its own foundation, its own external entrance, 
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one or more bedrooms, one or more kitchens, one or more living spaces, one or more 
bathrooms and each may have its own single or multi-car garage. 
[0005] The individual living units are preferably connected to each other by 
common space. The common space may be the central hub and may be open to the 
largest amount of private and public green space that surrounds the dwelling. The 
common space may be a so-called "Florida room" with screens or windows, a hallway, 
a private or shared activity room, an exercise room, an enclosed or open breezeway, a 
porch, a dining room, a private or shared laundry room, or any other room that is suited 
to simultaneous or temporal sharing between living units. The common space may 
have a removable center wall that separates the individual living units. 
[0006] The placement of two disparate size housing structures on two individual 
lots with connecting common space also leads to an aesthetic advantage in that there 
may appear to be more green space per lot. For example, instead of the 5-10 feet 
typically required between homes there might be more than 18 feet on the side of the 
dwelling. The value of the homes in the neighborhood may go up as a result of having 
what appear to be large homes on large lots with ample green space. 
[0007] The residential housing structure is named "directed lifestyle" because it is 
anticipated that a family may live in one or the other or both of the structure(s) as 
needed at different stages. When less space is needed or when income levels are 
lower, the smaller independent living unit may be utilized while preferably renting out or 
selling the larger independent living unit to another related or non-related tenant or 

2 



owner. When the family has expanded and more space is required or when income 
levels are greater, the larger independent living unit may be utilized and the smaller unit 
may be rented or sold. One family may also use the entire two structures at the same 
time, effectively as one home. The flexibility of the attached common space is key to 
making the structure appear to be one home even though built on two real estate lots. 
[0008] In addition to the novel features and advantages mentioned above, other 
features and advantages of the present invention will be readily apparent from the 
following descriptions of the drawings and exemplary embodiments. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0009] FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of the fagade of one exemplary 
embodiment of the housing structure according to the present invention. 
[0010] FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the fagade of another exemplary 
embodiment of the housing structure according to the present invention. 
[0011] FIG. 3 is front elevational view of the fagade of yet another exemplary 
embodiment of the housing structure according to the present invention. 
[0012] FIG. 4A is an exemplary subdivision plan demonstrating the relationship 
of the residential dwelling units according to the present invention. 
[0013] FIG. 4B is another exemplary subdivision plan according to the present 
invention. 

[0014] FIG. 5 is a plan view of the lower level of an exemplary residential unit 
according to the present invention. 
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[0015] FIG. 6 is a plan view of the first floor of an exemplary residential unit 
according to the present invention. 

[0016] FIG. 7 is a plan view of the second floor of an exemplary residential unit 
according to the present invention. 

[0017] FIG. 8 is a plan view of the alternate second floor of an exemplary 
residential unit according to the present invention. 

[0018] FIG. 9 is a plan view of yet another alternate second floor of an exemplary 
residential unit according to the present invention. 

[0019] FIG. 10 is a plan view of the lower level of another exemplary residential 
unit according to the present invention. 

[0020] FIG. 11 is a plan view of the first floor of another exemplary residential 
unit according to the present invention. 

[0021] FIG. 12 is a plan view of the second floor of another exemplary residential 
unit according to the present invention. 

[0022] FIG. 13 is an alternate plan view of the second floor of another exemplary 
residential unit according to the present invention. 

[0023] FIG. 14 is a second alternate plan view of the second floor of another 
exemplary residential unit according to the present invention. 

[0024] FIG. 15 is a front elevational view of the fagade of one exemplary 
embodiment of a residential unit according to the present invention. 
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[0025] FIG. 16 is a front elevational view of the fagade of another exemplary 
embodiment of a residential unit according to the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENirS) 
[0026] As shown in FIG. 1, the present invention is directed to a residential 
housing unit 10 that provides two living units 20 and 30 connected by common space 
40. The common space may be divided into two. Each living unit 20 and 30 has its 
own outside entry 50 and 60. Other embodiments of the present invention are shown in 
FIG. 2 and FIG. 3. 

[0027] An exemplary site plan is shown in FIG. 4A. It shows 33 residential 

housing units comprised of 66 independent living units. In this example, there are 17.5 
acres in the site, which results in 3.8 independent living units per acre. 
[0028] Another exemplary site plan is shown in FIG. 4B. It shows a site plan 
with traditional streets (versus the more modern cul-de-sac type of subdivisions) that 
may have alleys in the back of the independent living units. The property line 12 is 
shown as a dotted line and it bisects the common space 13. With this type of site plan 
it may be desired to have an external exit or exits in the common space room as it may 
be the exit to the largest amount of green space accessible per lot. 
[0029] FIGS. 5-9 show plan views of three floors an independent living unit. In 
this embodiment the square footage may vary, for example, from about 1 753 to 2376 
depending on the options chosen. The square footage of the living units is not limited 
to these dimensions but may be any size home allowed by lot restrictions. 
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[0030] FIGS. 10-14 show plan views of three floors of another independent living 
unit. In this exemplary embodiment the square footage may vary, for example, from 
about 1693 to 2584 depending on the options chosen. 

[0031] FIG. 15 shows a front elevational view of an exemplary fagade of an 

independent living unit 70 with part of the common space 80 shown. The common 

space may be connected to another independent living unit (not shown). 

[0032] FIG. 16 shows the front elevational view of another exemplary fagade of 

an independent living unit 90 with part of the common space 100 shown. 

[0033] The following stages are one example of how a typical family may use the 

residential housing structure of the present invention: 

STAGE I- The couple starts life together needing plus or minus 1000 square feet with 
one bedroom and a loft or small bedroom/office/guest room so they only occupy the 
smaller structure. This may continue four to five years until they are ready to have 
children. 

STAGE II- As the family needs expand, they move into the adjoining unit. The second 
unit may be plus or minus 2000 square feet with three bedrooms. At this point the 
family has choices for the smaller structure, such as: a) rent the small unit, b) provide 
living space for a parent or other, or c) use the small unit as a home office for example. 
STAGE III- The family may then remove any wall dividing the common space and take 
over both structures. Now they would have, in this example, plus or minus 3000 square 
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feet with two, two-car garages. This may continue several years or until the children 
are through school and the family's need for space has diminished. 
STAGE IV- The family may now reduce their living space in the same place that they 
expanded. The parents and any remaining children may move back into the larger unit. 
This provides adequate space and bedrooms. Again at this point, there are similar 
options for the smaller unit: a) provide living space for a parent or other, b) use the unit 
as a home office, or c) sell the unit to one of the children, another family member, or an 
unrelated person. The selling option provides income in retirement and allows the start 
of a new cycle. In this exemplary transaction, the original owner carries the mortgage in 
Stage IV, since the overall structure may then be mortgiage free. It acts like an annuity 
except the balance of the mortgage passes on to the estate. 

STAGE V- Finally, in the final years of life the couple may move back into the smaller 
structure and sell or lease the larger structure. 

[0034] The exemplary embodiments herein disclosed are not intended to be 
exhaustive or to unnecessarily limit the scope of the invention. The exemplary 
embodiments were chosen and described in order to explain the principles of the 
present invention so that others skilled in the art may practice the invention. Having 
shown and described exemplary embodiments of the present invention, those skilled in 
the art will realize that many variations and modifications may be made to affect the 
described invention. Many of those variations and modifications will provide the same 
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result and fall within the spirit of the claimed invention. It is the intention, therefore, to 
limit the invention only as indicated by the scope of the claims. 



8 



